
Habitat Project Proposal

Proposal Number: 1223Proposal Title: Greenville Bench Enhancement Project

DWR Region: Southern Region Lead Agency: BLM

PM Phone: 4358656113

Project Description: Treat 5000 of identified 10,000 acres of deer winter range and sage grouse habitat with prescribed fire and subsequent seeding 
operations.

Proposed Start Date: 08/01/2008

Project Location: East of I-15 just south of Beaver and south of the greenville bench road. Beaver and Iron Counties

Shapefile Name: S:\DWR\HPD-2009\Greenville_Bench_1223a

Potential Risks: There could be a risk of seeding failure if drought conditions exist, however, treatment techniques and timing should minimize risk.  
Risks also associated with prescribed fire, but only to be carried out when within prescription window.

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date: 01/16/2008

Proposed 
NEPA Action:

Proposed 
Arch Action:

Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat

Seed Source: GBRC

Regional Priority: Within Focus Area

Description of 
Problem/Need:

Pinyon/Juniper woodland has increased its range and expanded into areas historically dominated by sagebrush and perenial grasses.  
In the project area remaining shrublands are dominated by homogenous stands of mature sagebrush with declining remnant 
populations of native perenial forbs and grasses.  Much of the ground below the pinyon/juniper closed canopy has little or no shrubs, 
forbs, or grasses, all of which are important to wildlife, livestock, and ecosystem stability.  The sagebrush corridors that once 
connected the bald hills and the greenville bench, and facilitated the movement and dispersal of sagebrush obligate species such as 
sagegrouse, have disappeared due to pinyon/juniper encroachment.  Due to the current conditions of the watershed, a catastrophic 
wildfire would cause large scale damageto the watershed and would be very hard to control.  Catastrophic wildfire would threaten the 
communities of Greenville and Beaver along with important infrastructures (I-15, radio antennas, airport, power lines).

Relevance to  
Strategic Plans:

The objectives and goals of this project are consistent with those stated in the DWR WAP, BLM plans and guidance, and local fire 
plans.  Specifically this project is in conformance with the Cedar Beaver Garfield Antimony Resource Management Plan, Utah BLMs 
Standard for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Grazing Management, BLM's final EIS:  Vegetation Treatment on BLM Lands in 
Thirteen Western States, July 1991 and the Beaver River Watershed Coordinated Resource management Plan (CRMP, 2000).  An 
environmental assessment has been completed for the entire project which includes a combination of treatments for 40,000 acres.

Proposed Methods: Treat 5000 of identified 10,000 acres.  The proposed method of treatment is prescribed fire, followed by aerial seeding and then burned 
area chaining to cover the seed.  Prescribed burning would be conducted between March and November.  The seeding would start 
following the burning between October and December. Burned area chaining would then take place to enhance the effectiveness of the 
seeding by covering the seed.  The chaining would also provide extra benefit by leaving the trees in place to hold winter snows and 
provide added moisture for seedling establishment as well as reduce surface soil erosion.

Monitoring Details: -Existing baseline studies have been established and will be used to quantify changes in vegetation due to treatment.  -Photo points 
have been established throughout the treatment unit.  -Existing sage-grouse and big game pellet transect studies exist within the 
project unit.  -Remote sensing weather station has been set up on site to collect annual precipitation, temperature, relative humidity, 
soil moisture, wind speed, and direction.  -Long-term monitoring (5-10 years) would contine to be conducted to determine the 
success of the treatment.

Vegetation Monitoring Wildlife Monitoring

Cons. Outreach 
Details:

Objectives: -Re-establish sagebrush corridors for better wildlife dispersal and movement between the Bald Hills and Greenville Bench.  -Decrease 
pinyon/juniper encroachment into areas historically dominated by big sagebrush.  -Increase plant diversity with native and non-native 
shrubs, forbs, and grasses that will decrease surface soil erosion.  -Improve the health of woodland and sagebrush/grasslands by 
increasing biological diversity and age classes.  -Establish fuel breaks throughout the project area, thereby protecting against the 
threat of catastropohic wildfires negatively impacting neighboring communities, private lands, and Interstate 15.  -Decrease hazardous 
fuel loads on the mid and upper slopes in pinyon and juniper woodlands.  -Improve watershed conditions and water quality.

County: Beaver

SPECIES BENEFITING

Project Manager: Paul Briggs
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Habitat Project Proposal

Project Map:

LAND OWNERSHIP

PROPOSED FUNDING

PROPOSED BUDGET

Item Description DWR Account
In Kind/      

Partner Contrib. 

Contractual Services Aerial seeding 5000 acres @ $7/acre $35,000.00 $0.00

Seed (GBRC) 5000 acres @ $50/acre $250,000.00 $0.00

Contractual Services Chaining Contract 5000 acres @ $30/acre $0.00 $150,000.00

Other BLM - fire operations @ unknown cost $0.00 $75,000.00

$225,000.00$285,000.00Totals

Source
Amount 

Requested
Date 

Approved
Amount 

Approved

BLM FLR $225,000.00 $225,000.00

BLM (Watershed) $100,000.00 $0.00

DNR Watershed (FY06) $105,000.00 $0.00

Habitat Acct 174 $30,000.00 $0.00

MDF $25,000.00 $0.00

SFH $25,000.00 $0.00

$225,000.00$510,000.00Totals

Funding Type Funding Percent

PROPOSED FUNDING ALLOCATION

Big Game 100

100.00%Total 

Owner Acres

BLM 5000

Total 5000

Bald Eagle Greater Sage-grouse Pygmy Rabbit Ferruginous Hawk

Burrowing Owl Mule Deer Peregrine Falcon Neotropical Birds
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